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from jonathan hughes

When | started thinking about the project that would become Trillium, | wanted to
have some sort of theme to tie everything together. It didn't have to be an obvious
theme, but | wanted something that would limit the directions | could go, as | think
my best music has come about as a result of being limited by some sort of rule or
framework (either imposed by myself, or by whoever asked me to create the music).
Some people don't like having any rules, but | find that not only are the individual
tracks better when | follow a particular set of rules, but they also tend to tie together
better. Also, with an almost infinite number of options available in terms of sounds,

effects, and mixes, having rules tends to make things go faster, as time isn't spent
exploring options that don't fit within the rules.

After some pondering and experimentation, | came up with the idea of doing
everything in 3/4 time. If you're unfamiliar with music, this means that each measure
of music would have three main beats. The most well known type of music in 3/4
is the waltz. Second would probably be some German Polkas (think oom pah pah).
| wasn't planning on making a CD of ambient waltzes or polkas (although now that



| think about it...), but the idea of doing everything in 3/4 was very intriguing. The
3/4 time signature doesn't show up too often in popular music, and even less often
in electronic (ambient, techno, house, etc.) music. This is understandable in music
intended for the dance floor, as 3/4 doesn't usually lend itself to dancing the way
4/4 does; but there's no reason that non-dance electronic music needs to stick to
the 4/4 rhythms that are so common in pop music.

So that's how Trillium began. As the liner notes say, all the tracks are in 3/4, but
this may not be obvious in all the tracks. Ultimately, whether you are able to hear
the 3/4 time or pick out the individual elements that are in 3/4 is unimportant, as
long as you like the music.

Jonathan Hughes
4 May 2002




Trillium ovatum (coast or western trillium)

Here are some facts about Trillium that | was able to collect from local
sources here in the Bay Area. There are other species of Trillium that are
native to other parts of the United States, but the information below is
specifically about the California species. The following was published in
the Santa Cruz Sentinel as part of Travis Semmes’ Native Guide.

M. Bentley
6 May 2002

Common names: Trillium, wake robin.

Botanical names: Trillium ovatum (coast or western trillium); Trillium
chloropetalum (common trillium, giant wake robin).

Family: Liliaceae (Lilly Family).

Description: Three is key. Trillium, like the Latin suggests, produces some
of its parts in threes. First, three whorled leaves aEpear, which reveal three
sepals, which set the stage for three whitish-pink petals of a flower with
six stamens, three ovary chambers, and three styles. Flowers are white to
rosy pink and appear in early spring. It's not uncommon for the plant’s
bulb to be a foot underground. It produces many, small rootlets and a
single stem in the winter.

Habitat and Range: Trillium prefers old-growth redwood forests, but will

settle for the second-rate, second-growth ecosystems humans tend to

Prowde them. The genus” many species occupy coastal redwood forests
rom California to British Columbia, both sides of the Cascades, east into

Eorthgrn Idaho, and into the mountainous areas of Wyoming and Alberta,
anada.

The full text of this article may be found here: .
2tttp:Illvrlvtvw.santacruzsentlneI.com/archnvelZOOZ/March/07/style/stor|esll
style.htm

More information about Trillium may be found here:
http://www.devonian.ualberta.ca/pwatch/westtr.htm#DISTR



